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SIMPLY BEE NEWS
Edition 8

Contact info:

www.simplybee.co.za

• 31A Church Street, Hopefield, West Coast, SOUTH AFRICA
• 124km from Cape Town via N7 & R45 
•  Ph +27 22 723 0569  (local:  022 723 0569)
• info@simplybeeswax.co.za
• Latitude -33.06355 Longitude 18.347120000000018

WCBA ROADSHOW STOP
Simply Bee Observation centre

6 March 2015
At Simply Bee we are passionate about bees and as Responsible Beekeepers we understand the
 necessity of being part of the intricate network of Beekeeping associations such as SABIO and
 WCBA.

Because we are registered members of these associations, we can share information, learn from
 each other and when an epidemic such as AFB (American Foul Brood) breaks out, we make sure
 that we become part of the solution rather than the problem.

It has been well documented and reported that the South African Beekeeping Industry (and
 globally) is currently experiencing one of the biggest threats to our bees in recent history:  AFB.

American foulbrood (AFB) is caused by the spore- forming Paenibacillus larvae ssp.

http://www.simplybee.co.za/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paenibacillus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_foulbrood#cite_note-1
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 larvae (formerly classified as Bacillus larvae, and is the most widespread and destructive of
 the bee brood diseases.  Beekeepers throughout the world are doing everything in their ability to
 rid their hives of AFB.

 (Honey from hives with AFB are suitable and safe for human consumption and the bacteria only
 affects bee colonies and are not transferrable to humans).

The WCBA  (Western Cape Bee Industry Association) launched a roadshow in February and
 March 2015 around the Western Cape to share information on management and practical
 inspection of hives for AFB.      The Roadshow visited the Simply Bee Observation centre in
 Hopefield on the 6 March 2015 where Mr Mike Allsopp (Agricultural Research Centre and well
 known bee-expert), Nico Langenhoven (WCBA and beekeeper), Riaan van Zyl (DAFF) and
 Brendan Ashley-Cooper presented a informative seminar around AFB.

The WCBA also offers informative information on their website regarding AFB:

Please follow the link for more information:

http://wkbv.co.za/bee-diseases-bee-siektes/

We would  like to thank the WCBA on an outstanding and informative roadshow. We will continue
 support this campaign to get as much information to beekeepers as we can.

The Simply Bee Observation would like to invite all hobbyist or experienced beekeepers that have
 no yet registered themselves to contact us, we will gladly assist you with registering with DAFF
 OR WCBA (it's free!).

For more information on AFB or registration:  info@simplybee.co.za

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paenibacillus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_foulbrood#cite_note-1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diseases_of_the_honey_bee
http://wkbv.co.za/bee-diseases-bee-siektes/
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SIMPLY BEE
HORSE HOOF BALM

125ml or 1 kg
Daily hoof care is important for your horse’s overall health. Regular visits to the farrier, or bare
 hoof carer, are just as much a part of your horse’s routine as keeping it in an equine-appropriate
 environment, feeding and daily hoof maintenance.

If your horse‘s hooves need special care or tend to be brittle, you may want to try products which
 optimally penetrate the structure of the hoof horn such as our all natural Horse hoof balm.

Clean your horse’s hooves daily and pick out any small stones or other debris. This is best done
 with a brush. Hoof picks are used a lot too, but care should be taken not to scratch off the healthy
 horn. In order to stay pliable, the hoof horn must contain just the right amount of moisture. If the
 hoof horn is too wet, it tends to get soft, wear down faster and there is also a higher risk of
 developing thrush.

Our Simply Bee horse hoof balm contain anti-bacterial agents, such as Propolis and beeswax. If
 the hoof horn contains too little moisture, it will become brittle. This can make shodding difficult
 and may reduce the supporting surface area. If the horse’s hooves are very dry, you should first
 wet them with water and after allowing them to dry a little, apply our Simply Bee hoof balm which
 will then prevent loss of moisture. 

Pure Ingredients: Beeswax, Propolis, Sweet Almond Oil, Lemon-, Patchouli-, Tee Tree Essential
 oil.

For more information or to order this product and have it delivered directly to your door:
info@simplybeeswax.co.za
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TO PURCHASE YOUR SIMPLY BEE HONEY
& BEESWAX PRODUCTS:

Click on the link below to purchase your products directly online:

http://simplybee.co.za/shop/

To find a fully updated list of stockists country wide, please click on the link below:

http://simplybee.co.za/stockists/

To order directly from us and have your products delivered to your door:

info@simplybeeswax.co.za

KIRSTENBOSCH
MARKET

 

Simply Bee will be at the Kirstenbosch market
 again this Sunday!   Come and say hello and
 replenish your favourite Simply Bee products!

http://www.simplybee.co.za/shop
http://www.simplybee.co.za/stockists
http://www.simplybee.co.za/stockists
http://www.simplybee.co.za/shop
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33.9894° S, 18.4303° E Kirstenbosch National Botanical Garden, Coordinates

Upcoming dates:

29 March 2015

26 April 2015

31 May 2015

BEEKEEPING
BEES NEED WATER!!

We receive many reports this time of year from home owners feeling panicked about the amount
 of bees around their houses or their pet's water bowls.    

This time of year when we have not had rain for long periods of time, bees are desperate for water
 and we would like to encourage you to make water available on the perimeter of your gardens to
 help our bees.     You can use a recycled bowl for this purpose - but be sure to place stones in the
 water bowl so that the bees have landing and sitting place to collect their water.  Water collecting
 is very tricky business for bees and many die by drowning when collecting water.    

To keep bees from your dog's water bowl, you can try Mint essential oil or Tea Tree oil (please
 note that tea tree oil is poisonous to cats, so opt for mint oil if you have cats) - dilute slightly with
 water and spray around the bowl to deter bees.   Always provide alternative drinking places.

On hot days when the wind dries the vegetation, foragers play water carriers and fly back and
 forth to hydrate thirsty workers.

Water has several uses in a honey bee hive. During certain times of the year foragers find a
 source of water, fill their crops, and ferry it home. The number of bees foraging for water depends
 on the needs of the colony. If the in-hive workers accept the water quickly from the foragers, the
 foraging bees sense that the need is still high, and they will go back for another load. If the in-hive
 workers are slow about “unloading” the water, the foragers sense that the need for water has
 lessened and fewer bees will return for more. Bees rarely store water, but bring it in as needed. In
 the heat of summer it is used for evaporative cooling. The water is spread in a thin film atop
 sealed brood or on the rims of cells containing larvae and eggs. The in-hive workers then fan
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 vigorously, setting up air currents which evaporate the water and cool the interior of the hive. The
 process is similar to the human-designed air conditioner.

In this picture:   supported by duckweed, bees fill their crops to bring water back to the hive. 
A hive needs five to six liters of water per day in midsummer.

Photo Credit:  Eric Tourneret

SIMPLY BEE TRADING HOURS:
MON - FRI:   9am - 5pm

SAT:  9am - 4pm
SUN:  CLOSED

FOR PUBLIC HOLIDAYS, PLEASE CONTACT US TO CONFIRM:

022 - 723 0569
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